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30-Year Anniversary

o

JASSI was established by Midori Shimanouchi
Lederer in November,1981 and this year is 30" anniversary.
Mrs. Shimanouchi Lederer began her effort at her own dining
room table. She aimed to provide social services to Japanese
and Japanese Americans who were unable to access public
benefits due to the language barrier. JASSI has supported
people in need, regardless of age or income, as a “Kakekomi-
dera”of the Japanese community since its foundation. JASSI
supported various people including seniors, students, and self-
employed people at the start based on information at the time.
Around the time it stared JASSI provided home visits to seniors,
support for public benefits, consultation about visas, events
including picnics, and workshops. Those services continue to be
provided. JASSI is possible because of contributions from many
companies and individuals, and support from many volunteers.
Midori received many awards acknowledging her achievement.
Though she passed in 2005, JASSI keeps her passion alive. We
appreciate all JASSI supporters who have enabled us to
celebrate our 30" anniversary. In this edition, we will look back
on 30 years of JASSI and look to the future of JASSI.
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JASSI 30th Anniversary Benefit Dinner
Thursday, October 27t%, 2011

Special Performance by Acclaimed Pianist Mayumi Sakamoto

The Yale Club of New York City
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Save The Date!




Reminiscing about early days of JASSI

In 1981 JASSI started providing social services for
Japanese/Japanese Americans. At the start, our organization
consisted of Mrs. Midori Shimanouchi Lederer, 73-year-old
Mrs. Kimi Shimizu, young Sansei lawyer Mr. Cyril
Nishimoto, and several volunteers including myself. As 1
reflect on the past 30 years, the first memory that comes to
my mind is Mrs. Shimizu making weekly visits to 102-year-
old Mr. Komataro Kishi.

As usual, on Jan. 7, 1986 Mrs. Shimizu visited Mr.
Kishi, did laundry and cleaning, had lunch with him and
went home. Later that evening Mr. Kishi died in the
bathroom. He was to have his 108th birthday a month later.
Having lost her husband two weceks earlier, on Christmas
Day, she said helping elderly people eased her grief. Support
from her understanding husband must have played an
important part in her heartfelt service for Mr. Kishi over so
many years. (JASSI’s current friendly visit program does not
include laundry/cleaning, but Mrs. Shimizu was able to
make conversation with Mr. Kishi, a man of few words,
between her laundry and cleaning.)

Mr. Kishi had no TV in his apartment, but he had
books on economics, philosophy, science, medicine, etc., as
well as oil paintings of his own and a “Bikini beauty” beach
towel he carried on his trips to Coney Island. He dreamed of
becoming a doctor in his youth. What Mrs. Shimizu saw in
Mr. Kishi was a man of the Meiji era, courteous with a
strong sense of responsibility and reminiscent of her parents.

The memorial service for Mr. Kishi at the Japanese
American United Church started with rain. Mrs. Shimizu’s
unaffected eulogy filled the place with fond memories of him
and made us smile. When we left the church, we found
ourselves under the blue sky. Mr. Kishi did not find the
fountain of youth, but he taught us the spirit of eternal youth.

In 1990 Mrs. Shimizu left New York for Sacramento
where her sister lived with one of her daughters, and her
103rd birthday is coming in September!

Another memory is of Mr. Nishimoto who helped a
single mother of 5 children with various services over 10
years. When the eldest child started working upon
graduation from high school and the mother got U.S.
citizenship, Mr. Nishimoto’s service for the family was
complete. (Sato Iwamoto, JASSI board member)
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This past June, we received notification

from New York City that because of
financial cutbacks, funds for our senior
program would be terminated. The
Board convened an emergency meeting
and reaffirmed JASSI’s long-term
commitment to provide services for
seniors free of charge. Providing social
services free of charge to members of
the Japanese community is what
distinguishes JASSI from other
Japanese American organizations.

At JASSI board, staff and volunteer retreat, which
was held on Febrary 2011.

In order to continue to assist people in the community who are not able
to receive assistance from anywhere else, the JASSI Board plans to implement

the following:

1) Strengthen community outreach efforts so that we can seek financial

support from a larger number of people,
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Mission

The mission of JASSI is to improve the quality of life for
people living in the New York area by providing social
services through grass roots community support available
in Japanese and English for needy people faced with
difficulties caused by language, cultural and system
differences, without regard to age or income.

2) Seek further volunteer support so that we can help
as many people as possible within our limited budget,
3) Develop a Junior Board so that we can encourage

participation of younger people,
4) Increase our association and work with the New

York Asian American community in order to advocate

on behalf of our community

JASSI is the only not-for-profit organization that offers
the grass roots community support for people in dire need of

assistance in the Japanese American community. As we
celebrate our 30" Anniversary, the Board reaffirms and

reiterates its commitment to continue this vital assistance to the

needy in our community.

We humbly seck your continued support to accomplish

our goal to serve the Japanese American community.

JASSI Senior Program Update

In June, we received a notice from the New York City
Department for the Aging that the city will be terminating
all funding for our Senior Citizens Program which had
lasted for the past 28 years. In addition to case assistance,
JASSI has provided services to about 180 seniors a year to
improve their quality of life with monthly activities,
friendly visits and the distribution of free tickets to various
events. Although we hope to continue our senior services,
we are unable to maintain the same level of services at this
time. We will have no monthly senior event for July and
August as of now, but we'll inform the senior members if
we can restart our monthly events later in the year. Our
volunteers continue to hold monthly tea parties every first
Monday of the month.

The importance of JASSI's mission is vividly
demonstrated in words of one senior who said, "I went to
JASSI to get assistance on social security and medicare
because I couldn't communicate with the social security
office because of the language barrier. JASSI staff was
always sincere and helped solve my complicated issues
which includes my taxes. Thanks to their help, I was able
to start receiving social security and medicare. Because of
JASSI, now I can have peace in my life. " JASSI's support
for seniors is NECESSARY.

In this time of severe budget cuts by the state and
city we at JASSI are in urgent need of your support so
that we may continue offering vital services to assist our
seniors. Please send your tax-deductible donation to
JASSI by check or online donation from www.
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JASSI will have a workshop at senior week in September on "Homecare and Medicaid." Date and time will be announced by JAA
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The Great East Japan Earthquake Relief Activities

All of us at JASSI wish to express our deepest concern and sympathy
to all of those affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake which
occurred on March 11%, 2011. JASSI supported people living in the
New York area by sending e-newsletters soon after the disaster,
conducting workshops two weeks later, and holding a weekly peer
support group from April to May. JASSI collected Earthquake relief
funds and sent these donations to the Japanese Nursing Association.
We also supported the hotline for people affected by the disaster that
was provided by the Mental Health Network of JAMSNET.

Workshop “What Can the New York Japanese Community Do?”

We often experience stress from dealing with
people who have faced natural disasters. On
March 29% & April 224 we conducted
workshops on self-care, led by Dr. Tetsuya
Shimizu from the Consulate-General of Japan
in NY, NYU Associate Professor and JASSI
board member Tazuko Shibusawa, as well as
social worker Yoko Naka from JASSI. After
their speeches, the speakers, JASSI staff, and
attendees each discussed their individual issues;
having family who live in distressed areas,
experiencing stress and an inability to confront
the disastrous effects, as well as what we must
do from here.
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Peer Support Group Y7 R —rT N —F

After the workshops, JASSI found that individuals were continuing to
deal with stress regarding the natural disaster. In response to this need
for help, JASSI provided four sessions of peer support groups
beginning May 23, Attendees were able to discuss their stress, how to
support people affected by the disaster in Japan, and how to connect
with support action groups in the NYC arca. Attendees were able to
communicate better after discussing issues with other attendees and
experienced a decrease in stress. They were also able to conduct a
successful charity event, and were able to connect with the Japanese
community in NYC as well as in New Jersey and Connecticut.
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Earthquake Relief Fund ZE &

JASSI donated $12,000 in earthquake relief
funds, received through May 20™, to the
Japanese Nursing Association (JNA). The
ceremony to present the fund was held on
June 2™ at the office of INA located in
Shibuya ward, Tokyo. JNA has dispatched
approximately 1,000 disaster relief nurses to
evacuation centers and hospitals in afflicted
areas. The nurses have provided physical
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and mental care to the disaster victims. JASSI collected
donations at charity events including the Asian American and
Pacific Islander Heritage Festival. We also collected individual
donations. Thank you to everyone who donated or cooperated
with the events.
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Past Senior Events

December 2010: Holiday Party: JASSI seniors celebrated the end of the year at
Veniero’s in the East Village with Santa Clause and guests from a mother’s group.
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January 2011:O0sechi Luncheon by East Restaurant: Senior participants enjoyed a
traditional Osechi luncheon and Karaoke, compliments of East Restaurant.
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February 2011: Seminar on mental &physical issues in the elderly by Dr. Shimizu
Guest speaker Dr. Shimizu from the Japanese consulate, spoke on common mental & physical
issues experienced by the elderly. We appreciate Dr. Shimizu’s visit as he offered his extensive
knowledge to our seniors.
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March 2011:Curry Luncheon: Our annual curry luncheon was held at the Japanese American
United Church with the help of many volunteers and seniors.

20114E3 F : WL =G Fav GFER DIV —F o Fa I RBORT T 4T L =T DI
FoTHEBBLELL, B TEANDHL —T BB BLLE P ELELT,

April 2011: Cherry Blossom Viewing: Our 6" annual Hanami viewing was held at
the Brooklyn Botanic Garden. After exploring the world-class plants collections at the
garden, we enjoyed a delicious boxed lunch at the park!
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May 2011: Laughter Yoga: We invited Yoshiko Yamamoto, a certified laughter yoga
teacher, to teach us laughter yoga. We all enjoyed sharing nice big smiles!
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June 2011: Strawberry Picking : Our annual strawberry picking bus tour was
held at Alstede Farm in INJ. Goldman Sachs sponsored the whole event and
generously provided 15 volunteers to assist with the event and to interact with our
seniors.
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Caregiver Program Annual Event/ 7 7 ¥ X—7 2 /5 LA X |

Our Caregiver Program annual event was held at Benihana restaurant on June 13, 2011.
A total of 145 people from the Hamilton Madison House Caregiver Program and the
JASSI Caregiver Program participated in the event. After enjoying a teppanyaki style
lunch, participants also enjoyed the raffle drawing.
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Immigration Hotline: Mariko Okamoto, has
been operating the Free Immigration Hotline on
Mondays between10:00 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. To
reach this Hotline, please dial 212-442-1540

Free Flu-Shot Voucher Distribution:

From January though April, JASSI distributed free
flu-shot vouchers to the community to be used at
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various drug stores.

Health Insurance from NY State Workshop:
The workshop regarding Health Insurance from New
York State was held on April 18, at Sakura Health
Fair. Medicaid, Family Health Plus, Child Health
Plus and Healthy NY were discussed at the workshop.

JASSI Hotline: There have been many calls
regarding low-income issues, health insurance,
consumer issues, housing, labor and more. JASSI
received an average of 78calls a month this year.
Frequently requested information is viewable at our
website (www.jassi.org). To reach our hotline, please
call 212-442-1541.
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Japanese Family Peer Support Group for families Individuals with mental illness "Kazoku no Tsudoi"
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"Kazoku no Tsudoi" was started by JASSI last September and

became a program of NAMI-NYC Metro as of June 1%, 2011. For
detailed information, please email at japaneschelpline@naminyc.org
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New Staff on Board! JASSIIZHT L RAZy 7 R MbHEL=

In December 2010, JASSI welcomed a new
staff member, social worker Yoko Naka. Ms.

Naka has been working as our volunteer
coordinator to recruit volunteers and
manage our events and workshops.

Please say hello to Ms. Naka when you visit

JASSI!

Ms. Naka would like to continue working
with JASSI staff and volunteers to provide
better social services in order to increase
individuals and families’ quality of living.
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We Thank Our Volunteers R7 VT 4 7DHXDBAHIITKZIobNT

JASSI’s work such as office work, friendly visits to
seniors and community outreach are made possible
by the following volunteers. Thank you very much!
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Kimi Aoki, Hikaru Aono, Toshiharu Aono, Kaoru Blomberg, Aiko Cascio, Shinyi Chan, Cynthia Chang,
Kay Fan, Yoko Farmer, Kimiko Fukuoka, Yukie Furusawa, Junko Hasegawa, Ritsuko Higashi,
Katsumichi Hino, Moe Hirano, Mariko Hirao, Yukio Hyakuda, Mieko Iimori, Shoko Ikeda, Etsuko
Inoue, Misako Kakiuchi, Takahiko Katayama, Eiko Kijima, Setsuko Kinoshita, Megu Kitazawa, Kenji
Koura, Kayo Kudo, Katsumori Kuwaki, Denis Lebeux, Junko Maeda, Yoshiko Matsui, Suetada
Mitsuhashi, Yoneko Morimoto, Miyoko Morton, Yukiyo Nagata, Akemi Nakamura, Mariko Noguchi,
Junko Noguchi, Mimi Ogawa, Hilda Ohara, Mariko Okamoto, Shigeko Okano, Ann Marie Osaki,
Hideko Paragon, Phamthioai Phuong, Kazuko Rosenberg, James Runsdorf, Yayoi Saito, Rie Sakaguchi,
Mari Sakaji, Momoko Sakamoto, Ayako Sheldon, Yukiko Shibuki, Keiko Shintani, Kiyoko Suzuki,
Yasushi Suzuki, Moe Takagi, Harumi & Chiara Takahama, Ritsuko Takashima, Hiroko Takayama,
Akemi Tomizawa, Kanji Tomizawa, Aya Uemura, Yuko Utada, Safumi Walter, Nina Weissman, Sachiko

Yamada, Masami Yamamoto



We thank numerous individuals for their
generous contribution for JASSI

JASSI

Nancy Natsuyo Alexander
Kazuko Aoki

Roy Ashikari

Kumiko Baumann

Steve & Keiko Bretherick
Aiko Cascio

Hideo & Keiko Dan
Shinichi Doi

Yoshie Katayama Fuentes
June Goldberg

Katsuhiko Hasegawa
Hitoe Hayashida

Eisaku & Alice Hiromura
Tomoe & Jitsuo Hoashi
Marvin Hoshino

Paul Huaung

Mieko & Kazutaka limori
Gail Inaba

Kenji Ishikawa

Shoji Iso

Chizu Ito

Yuriko Riki Ito

Kunio Iyoda & Hideko
Iyoda

Linda Kabumoto-Gras
Taneko Kameda
Kiyoshi & Mrs.Jun Kanai
Shoko Kasumi

Shigeo & Akiko Kida
Yasuo & Yoshiko Kitasato
Chizuko Korn

Hiroko Kreitzer

Koichi Kubo

Yuichiro Kuwama
Beverly Mastropolo
Alice Matsumoto

Teruko Mitani

Tomoko Mitsushiro
Mutsumi Miyachi

Keiko Miyauchi

Sei Muraki
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Satoru Murase

Keiko Nakano

Kiyoshi & Kazuko Nasu
Teruko Neuwalder
Setsuko Matsunaga Nishi
Cyril N. Nishimoto
Tamaki Ogata

Robert Okajima

Hideko Paragon
Dominic Purpura
Masayo Saito

Chris J. Escobar & Mari
Sakaji

Nobuko Sakurai
Antonio Gisuke Sato
Midori Sato

Hisako Shinsato

Si Spiegel

Kaytaro Sugahara

Alan Sukoenig

Sherman & Shimako
Sussman

Ayaka Suzuki

Keiji and Moto Suzuki
Masa Alice Suzuki
Akiko Takato

Yoshio Takeda

Eiko Tanaka

Harumi Tanaka

Rumi and Hitoshi Tanaka
Kanji Tomizawa

Rie Tora

Shinjiro Tsutsui

Steve Wada

Warner Wada

Takeshi Yamaguchi
Shizue & Kingo
Yamanashi

Ryuzo & Katoko
Yamasaki

JamesYee
Mai T i Voh

Those of you who contributed to the earthquake relief fund
through JASSI are not listed above.
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Thanks to our Tomo no Kai Members!
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JASSI would like to express its deep appreciation to the following
corporations for becoming members or renewing their membership as

Tomo no Kai (Friends of JASSI).
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AS Hirota Capital Management, LLC
Eisai USA Foundation, Inc.

Mitsui & Co. (USA), Inc.

Mizuho Corporate Bank, Ltd.
Nippon Steel U.S.A., Inc.

REDAC, Inc.

Sony USA Foundation, Inc.
Sumitomo Corporation of America
The Mitsui USA Foundation
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.
Wacoal (USA), Inc.

JASSI wishes to acknowledge the generous support from:
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Asian American Federation

Coalition for Asian American
Children and Families

Fairfield-Maxwell Ltd.

Fujitsu General America, Inc.
Goldman Sachs

Hamilton Madison House
Isabella Geriatric Center, Inc.

Japanese Medical Society of

America, Inc.

Japonica

Kajima Foundation, Inc.
Mando Associates Inc.
Mitsubishi Gas Chemical

America, Inc.

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries America, Inc.
Mitsubishi UE] Trust & Banking Corporation
Manhattan Borough President’s Office
Mushroom Wisdom Inc.

New York City Department for the Aging

New York City Mayor's Office of Adult
Education & The City University of New York

Sobaya Restaurant, Inc.

Sojitz Corporation of America
Sunrise Mart

Takahachi Bakery

The Sake Club

Tokyo Mama, Inc.

Z.azou Productions, Inc.

Thanks to Ticket Donors
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For free tickets that enabled groups
of seniors to attend various cultural
events in the city, JASSI thanks the
following donors: Eru Matsumoto,
Grant Kot, The Men's Glee Club of
NY, MidAmerica Productions,
Nippon Club, The Japanese Medical
Society of America, Hemsing
Associates, Sachiyo Ito & Company,
Hideko Paragon, Toshiko
Matsukawa.

Join us!

Join our mailing list to receive our
e-Newsletter or find us on
facebook/twitter to access our
newest information.

Please email news@jassi.org to get
access to our e-newsletter. Please
visit our website (www jassi.org) to
be a fun on facebook/twitter. You
will receive our newest events
information and all other updates.
We look forward to

having you join us!
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Your tax-deductable donation will help JASSI continue to provide our services free of charge.
Please make your check payable to Japanese American Social Services, inc. (JASSI) and mail to
100 Gold Street, Lower Level, New York, NY 10038. You can donate through our website,
www jassi.org. Thank you very much!

Name:
Street Address:
City, State, Zip:

Amount Enclosed: 0O$30 0O$50 0O$100 O$500 OOther

About JASSI Reports-

A Publication of Japanese American Social Services, Inc. an organization established in
1981 to address social needs of persons of Japanese ancestry in the Greater New York
arca. JASSI acts as a culturally sensitive source of support and information. Its services
include help in applying for government benefits and entitlements.
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Japanese American
Social Services, Inc.

Address:
100 Gold Street, L1,
New York, NY 10038

Phone:
212-442-1541

Fax:
212-442-8627

E-Mail:
info@jassi.org

Website:
WWW.jassi.org



